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§142.0403 

ORDINANCE NUMBER 0-_______ (NEW SERIES) 

DATE OF FINAL PASSAGE ______ _ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SAN DIEGO AMENDING CHAPTER 14, ARTICLE 2, 
DIVISION 4 BY AMENDING SECTIONS 142.0403 AND 
142.0413 OF THE SAN DIEGO MUNICIPAL CODE, 
RELATING TO INCORPORATING ADDITIONAL WATER 
CONSERVING REQUIREMENTS IN COMPLIANCE WITH 
THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA WATER CONSERVATION IN 
LANDSCAPING ACT. 

General Planting and Irrigation Requiremeuts 

All planting, irrigation, brush management, and landscape-related improvements 

required by this division must comply with the regulations in this section and with 

the Landscape Standards in the Land Development Manual. 

(a) [No change in text.] 

(b) Plant Material Requirements 

(I) through (14) [No change in text.] 

!l2l Plant materials shall be gro\!]Jed intoJlydrozones that consistgf 

plant species haying similar water demand and by th,eir soil,=sun., 

and shade requirements. 
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!l!il Plant material shall be selected to meet a maximum applied water 

allo~ance as deterrrlined by the water bndget formula and 

~ecifications in Section 142.0413(dl. 

(c) through (d) [No change in text.] 

Water Conservation 

(a) Landscape __ Ar_ea. For the pumos_es ofSectionJ42.04l3.landB(;~pe area 

means the_entire premises. less tbe area of building footprints_. non:: 

irrigated portions of parking lots. driveways.Jlardscapes. and areflS 

designated for habitat preservation or brush management Zone Two. 

(alU Lawn Area Requirements. 

ill Lawn areas shall not exceed 10 percent of the landscape area on a 

premises, excluding required common areas, active recreation 

areas, and areas located within the public right-aI-way between the 

curb and public sidewalk. This restriction does not apply to single 

dwelling unit~ residential Hses in residential ,,"ones. 

ill Lawn areas bounded lnjmpervious surfaces on two or more sides 

must have minimum dimensions of 8 feet in all directions unless 

subsurface or low voltune irrigation is used~_ 

ill Lawn areas located on slopes. where the toe of the slone .is 

adj acent to hardscape", shall not exceed a."gradient of 2~ercent 

(£>5) Mulch Requirements_ All required planting areas al1d all exposed soil 

areas withont vegetation shall be covered with mulch to a minimum depth 
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of 2 inches, excluding slopes requiring re'iegatatien aHa area plaatea with 

gre_a sever. All 0llpesea seil areas 'Nithout vegetation shall also be 

mulehea to this minimum aepth. 

uu Water Budget, 

ill Developments listed in Table 142-041 shall be subject to a water 

budget. 

Table 142-041 
Water Budget Applicability 

T;);pe of Development Lan!ls!:ape Area Threshold 

]\jew non-residential develol2ment 1,000 sg..uare feet and greater 

New multiR]e dwelling unit develoument 1,000 sQuare feet'and greater 

Ns;w s{nf!le dwelling unit develo[2ment 
All subdivider insJalkd landscalle 

subdivisions 
Footnolc. to Table 1.42-941 
1 Total ar"a-'lflartdscape in the_develomnent's comm.on_areas. 

ill The water budget is calculated usingJl1e following formula (see 

~ 2.6 and Aooendix E of the Landscape Standards of the 

Land DcveJQIlment Manual for additional information): 

Water Budget = (ETo)(0.62) [(0.7)(LA) + JO.3)(SLAll 

Where: 

ETo:, EvaIlotransIliration (inches per yearl 

0.62 = Co_nversion Factor (to gallonsl 

0.7 = EvaIlotransIliration Adillstment Fac:tor 

LA = Land_scallcd Area (squar~ feet} 
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0.3 = Evapotranspiration Adjustment Factor for Special 

Landscape Area 3l2d Reclaimed Water 

SLA = Special Landscilpe Area 

ill The irrigation system. is reQuir.ed to be operated within the 

approved water budget. 

(il The estimated total water use~ ail calculated in. Secti.QIl 2.6 of the 

Landscape Standards of the.Land .Devel()pmenU0anual shalL not 

exceed the water budget as calculated in Section 142.04U{d)C2)' 

ill Water Meters. 

ill Dedicated landscape irri,gation meters shallj:Je.Iequir.c.d in all new 

development with a landsCfl.ill' <ILea gre~ter than Of. equal t() i,.OOQ 

square feet: except that this requirelllenLshall not anPlv to .. new 

single dwelling unit develovment or to the commercial productioll 

of agricultural crops or livestock 

ill Landscape irrigation submeters shall be required in the following 

developments: 

(A) New single dwelling unit developmem;, 

(B) Improvements to ej(istin,g industrial, commercial and 

multiple dwelling unitAi;velovmenl when: 

(i) The improvement reql[ires a building'permit as 

identified in Tab.k 142-041\; and 

(ii) The landscape area is 1.000 square fcet and greater. 
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Irrigation Audit. An arpli{;ant subject to the requirement for a water 

budget in Table 142-04Us required to conduc(and submit to the City an 

irrigation audit consistent with Section 2. I ()f !heLfUldseape Standards of 

the Land Development Manual. 

ill All irrigation audits shall be conducted by a Cllhfornia registered 

landscape arQhit§ct. a licensed landsc~e contractor, or other 

professional licensed by the StateJQJ?erformthis work. 

ill The irrigation audit shall certify that allpl,mt material. irrigation 

systems, and landsQ~, features have been instalkd and operate as 

approved by the City: and shllll_be sublllitted to the City prior to 

occupancy and use. 

W Reclaimed water. New development in areas where reclaimed water is 
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available and suitable for irrigation shall provigeJor a dual water 

distribution system for alllands~ed areas_. Only reclaimed 'Yater shall 

be used for irrigation purposes where it is available. 
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CITY ATTORNEY DIGEST 

ORDINANCE NUMBER 0-_______ (NEW SERIES) 

DATE OF FINAL PASSAGE ______ _ 

EFFECTIVE DATE _____ _ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SAN DIEGO AMENDING CHAPTER 14, ARTICLE 2, 
DIVISION 4 BY AMENDING SECTIONS 142.0403 AND 
142.0413 OF THE SAN DIEGO MUNICIPAL CODE, 
RELATING TO INCORPORATING ADDITIONAL WATER 
CONSERVING REQUIREMENTS IN COMPLIANCE WITH 
THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA WATER CONSERVATION IN 
LANDSCAPING ACT. 
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This ordinance amends Chapter 14, Article 2, Division 4 by amending Sections 142.0403 

and 142.0413 of the San Diego Municipal Code relating to incorporating additional water 

conserving requirements in compliance with the State of California Water Conservation in 

Landscaping Act (California Government Code section 65591 et seq.). 

This ordinance contains a notice that a full reading of this ordinance is dispensed with 

prior to its final passage, a written or printed copy having been available to the City Council and 

the public prior to the day of its final passage. 

This ordinance shall take effect and be in force on the thirtieth day from and after its final 

passage. 

A complete copy of the Ordinance is available for inspection in the Office of the City 
Clerk of the City of San Diego, 2nd Floor, City Administration Building, 202 C Street, 
San Diego, CA 92101. 
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ORDINANCE NUMBER 0-_______ (NEW SERIES) 

DATE OF FINAL PASSAGE ______ _ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SAN DIEGO AMENDING CHAPTER 14, ARTICLE 2, 
DIVISION 4 BY AMENDING SECTIONS 142.0403 AND 
142.0413 OF THE SAN DIEGO MUNICIPAL CODE, 
RELATING TO INCORPORATING ADDITIONAL WATER 
CONSERVING REQUIREMENTS IN COMPLIANCE WITH 
THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA WATER CONSERVATION IN 
LANDSCAPING ACT. 

WHEREAS, the City of San Diego first adopted a landscape ordinance in 

1986 to improve the appearance, quality and quantity oflandscaping visible from 

public rights-of-way and adjacent properties; and 

WHEREAS, in 1997, the City adopted an expanded landscape ordinance 

that included regulations to conserve water through low-water-using planting and 

irrigation design; minimizing the erosion of slopes and disturbed lands through 

revegetation; conserving energy by the provision of shade trees over streets, 

sidewalks, parking areas, and other paving; and reducing the risk of fire through 

site design and the management of flammable vegetation; and 

WHEREAS, in 1997, the City adopted the Landscape Standards of the 

Land Development Manual to include technical information and guidance on the 

implementation of the requirements of the landscape ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, in 2006, the State of Califomia amended the Water 

Conservation in Landscaping Act (Califomia Govemment Code section 65591 et 

seq.) to require all cities, including charter cities, to either implement the state 
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model landscape ordinance [Model Ordinance], or adopt a landscape ordinance 

that is at least as effective in. conserving water as the Model Ordinance by 

January 1, 2010; and 

WHEREAS, by adopting the amendments to sections 142.0403 and 

142.0413 contained in this ordinance, the City's landscape regulations will be at 

least as effective in conserving water as the Model Ordinance; NOW, 

THEREFORE, 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the City of San Diego, as follows: 

(0-2010-11) 
COR. COPY 

Section 1. That Chapter 14, Article 2, Division 4 of the San Diego Municipal Code is 

amended by amending Sections 142.0403 and 142.0413 as follows: 

§142.0403 General Planting and Irrigation Reqnirements 

All planting, irrigation, brush management, and landscape-related improvements 

required by this division must comply with the regulations in this section and with 

the Landscape Standards in the Land Development Manual. 

(a) [No change in text.] 

(b) Plant Material Requirements 

(1) through (14) [No change in text.] 

(15) Plant materials shall be grouped into hydrozones that consist of 

plant species having similar water demand and by their soil, sun, 

and shade requirements. 

(16) Plant material shall be selected to meet a maximum applied water 

allowance as determined by the water budget fonllula and 

specifications in Section 142.0413( d). 
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(c) through (d) [No change in text.] 

Water Conservation 
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(a) Landscape Area. For the purposes of Section 142.0413, landscape area 

means the entire premises, less the area of building footprints, non-

irrigated portions of parking lots, driveways, hardscapes, and areas 

designated for habitat preservation or brush management Zone Two. 

(b) Lawn Requirements. 

(1) Lawn areas shall not exceed 10 percent of the landscape area on a 

premises, excluding required common areas, active recreation 

areas, and areas located within the public right-of-way between the 

curb and public sidewalk. This restriction does not apply to single 

dwelling units. 

(2) Lawn areas bounded by impervious surfaces on two or more sides 

must have minimum dimensions of 8 feet in all directions unless 

subsurface or low volume irrigation is used. 

(3) Lawn areas located on slopes, where the toe of the slope is 

adjacent to hardscape, shall not exceed a gradient of 25 percent 

(4:1). 

(c) Mulch Requirements. All required planting areas and all exposed soil 

areas without vegetation shall be covered with mulch to a minimum depth 

of 2 inches, excluding slopes. 

(d) Water Budget. 
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(1) Developments listed in Table 142-041 shall be subject to a water 

budget. 

Table 142-041 

Water Budget Applicability 

Type of Development Landscape Area Threshold 

New non residential development 1,000 square feet and greater 

New multiple dwelling unit development 1,000 square feet1and greater 

New single dwelling unit development 
All subdivider installed landscape 

subdivisions 
Foomote to Table 142-041 
1 Total area oflandscape in the development's common areas. 

(2) The water budget is calculated using the following formula (see 

Section 2.6 and Appendix E of the Landscape Standards of the 

Land Development Manual for additional information): 

Water Budget = (ETo )(0.62) [(0.7)(LA) + (0.3)(SLA)] 

Where: 

ETo = Evapotranspiration (inches per year) 

0.62 = Conversion Factor (to gallons) 

0.7 = Evapotranspiration Adjustment Factor 

LA = Landscaped Area (square feet) 

0.3 = Evapotranspiration Adjustment Factor for Special 

Landscape Area and Reclaimed Water 

SLA = Special Landscape Area 

(3) The irrigation system is required to be operated within the 

approved water budget. 

-PAGE 4 OF 8-



(0-20 I 0-11) 
COR. COPY 

(4) The estimated total water use, as calculated in Section 2.6 of the 

Landscape Standards of the Land Development Manual shall not 

exceed the water budget as calculated in Section 142.0413( d)(2). 

(e) Water Meters. 

(1) Dedicated landscape irrigation meters shall be required in all new 

development with a landscape area greater than or equal to 5,000 

square feet; except that this requirement shall not apply to new 

single dwelling unit development or to the commercial production 

of agricultural crops or livestock. 

(2) Landscape irrigation submeters shall be required in the following 

developments: 

(A) New single dwelling unit development; 

(B) Improvements to existing industrial, commercial and 

multiple dwelling unit development when: 

(i) The improvement requires a building permit as 

identified in Table l42-04A; and 

(ii) The landscape area is 1,000 square feet and greater. 

(1) Irrigation Audit. An applicant subject to the requirement for a water 

budget in Table 142-041 is required to conduct and submit to the City an 

irrigation audit consistent with Section 2.7 of the Landscape Standards of 

the Land Development Manual. 
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(1) All irrigation audits shall be conducted by a California registered 

landscape architect, a licensed landscape contractor, or other 

professional licensed by the State to perform this work. 

(2) The irrigation audit shall certify that all plant material, irrigation 

systems, and landscape features have been installed and operate as 

approved by the City; and shall be submitted to the City prior to 

occupancy and use. 

(g) Reclaimed water. New development in areas where reclaimed water is 

available and suitable for irrigation shall provide for a dual water 

distribution system for all landscaped areas. Only reclaimed water shall 

be used for in-igation purposes where it is available. 

Section 2. That a full reading of this ordinance is dispensed with prior to its passage, a 

written or printed copy having been available to the City Council and the public prior to the day 

of its passage. 
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Section 3. That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force on the thirtieth day from 

and after its final passage. 

APPROVED: JAN 1. GOLDSMITH, City Attorney 

By 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance was passed by the Council of the City of San 
Diego, at this meeting of ______ ~ 

Approved: _________ __ 
(date) 

Vetoed: ______ _ 
(date) 

ELIZABETH S. MALAND 
City Clerk 

By __ ~ __________ ___ 
Deputy City Clerk 

JERRY SANDERS, Mayor 

JERRY SANDERS, Mayor 
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